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Army blocked ex-Nazi’s
trial, U S. study

/ sa

‘By¥ Lvle Denmston g
- Wa»shxngm'\ Bureau of The Sun *
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-Washington — "For at .leastJl

.vears the US’ Army illegallypre-
:vented the svar ‘crimes trial of - eX-
-Naz Gstapo officer Klaus Barbiehy
..mdmg him in Germany and-then-ar-:
‘Tanging his escape to hvesecreﬂj ib-
-Boliviz, 2 ‘high-leve] government “ip--

: vsugauonhaseoncluded. '-37..\- &l

‘Expelied ‘from Bolivia last Febru-
ary Barbie bow s in F‘raneeawamng
mial for “crimes against humamty

" .Epown as “the butcher of“Lyon” .
for alleged atrocities against French’
gvilians during World War II, Barbie
was used as z US. spy for pearly four

- 9ears in postwar Germany, the Teport.
revealed -

At the time, the report saxd ‘the
Army koew of his Gestapo role but

bac.po inforrmation that he had beep |

jor
; P

engaged in torture or forced evacua-
ton of civikans Lo Nazi death camps.

The messive report
tes w the U.S. goverament was made
puthic vesiercay by special Justice

Depa-mmen: investigator Allan L.
Rrar Jr. :
Ii wok pno position or Barbje's

Fuili. alibougk it saic be “has never
beer in the same category as Adolf
Fichmanz Beinrich Himmier, Rein-
kard Eeva.ncb or otber Gstapo lead-
m_ . .

- A.sxed how. Ingh mthe U.S govem-
ment the full story was known before .~
.the investigation Mr. ‘Ryan-said-that" :

be'had “po indication that it went any. :
bigher” than Brig. Gen. Robert-K.~
Tayior. who directed intelligence for
the U.S. military command in ocen-
pied Germany. He said that the infor-
mation may pot have gope any higher
than the coiopels and majors who rap

‘the Army’s intelligence unit in ‘the
US. zope of Germany and wbo ar-
rangec Barbie's escape.
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OveralL Mr. Rva.n sa.\d onlv “fxve o
;i or six officers, give or take one or

two,” . knew ‘of the cobncealmesnt
througbout the more than two dec-
adesthat it was allowed to continue.

The report did conclude that US.
Army officers committed the crime
of “obstruction of justice” by delay-
ing the war-crimes case by repeated-
I¥ acting to conceal Barbie, who bad
gatbered intelligence for the United
States while World War O's viciori-
ous Allies occupied Germany.

The report said the officers feared
embarrassment over having- used a

former Gestapo officer and also were -

. concerned that Barbie would" reveal

talhgence sources and methods.

" ~No ope can’be prosecuted for the

. Army’s delays, however, because the
* five-year deadline for prosecut.\on has

; 'passed, be said. -

‘Because he “found t.hat +the -U.S.
" ‘government ultimately was responsi-
"¢ for the Army’s actions, Mr. Ryan

or Barbie's Turgl;.agl that a formal apologybe made

nce:”
“Thir is a matter of decency, and

-of honorable conduct,” he declared.

)

“It should be, I believe, the fina]
cbapt.er by the United States in this
case.’

That apology was made Friday,
when the State Department delivered
“a formal note of regret” to the
French Embassy here, be reported.

His report came after an investi-
gation lasting almost six months. The
probe was launched after Barbie was
thrown out of Bolivia, where he had
m living for 32 years under the
! name of Klaus Altmann.

-Soon_ after Barbie's amval in

F‘rance, chargs were made_ in this
country and France that he bad been
a U.S. spy after the war and that the
United States had helped him escape
to South America in 1951.

The report confirmed those charg- .

es and found that the official U.S.
concealment of Barbie's background
and the escape bad continued even af-
ter his true identity was uncovered in

1972 by a French war-crimes investi- -

‘gator, Beate Klarsfeld, leading the

French to demand his return for
prosecution.
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Mr. Ryan concluded that any US.

crimes for concealing the details
about Barbie ended with the 1972 dis-

. closure by Mrs. Klarsfeld, even -

though the first full revelation by the .

-U.S. government itself did pot come-

until the Ryanp report itself. - - -

‘ Atno{xme between the -end of
ar 11 in

did the .Central w

-hiding -Barbie “in

e "“’“”““’&‘%r,s.{%'-:%n—p—o-’n

ationship’. wi

.concluded.... =~ - se=- o c
The re% however, did disclose -

that v, learning in 1 that

Barbxe aght still be

in Bolivia,
ested that be might b“ﬁ -
va as a spy in a2 new intell

operation it was se in- u
erica. The CIA discoura ' 1

P

,bparuy -because he was then wanted '

tor war crimes, Mr. Ryan found.

The report’s main criticism was .
.ieveled at ‘the Army’s--activities in

-and then
spiriting him off to South America
. ~when-it*became clear that he might
be discovered and turned over for
prosecution in France.

In May, 1949, after Barbie had
been working as a U.S. spy for two
vears, Army intelligence officers in
Europe got word from a Paris news-
paper story that Barbie might have
committed atrocities in Lyon.

Mr. Ryan found that Army officers
regarded the charges as probably un-
true, and i any event, did not want to
lose his services. % 5

In the following SpfFing, evidence
at the trial of former Resistance
leader Rene Hardy on charges of col-
laborating with Barbie and the Ge-
stapo led Army authorities in Germa-
ny to conclude that the French might
demand that Barbie be turned over
for prosecution.

They decided, according to Mr.
Ryan, that they would not cooperate
with any effort to force him to sur-
render, and told their superiors in the

~ military and civilian commands that

they had no contact with Barbie. They
reported in the fall of 1950 that
Barbie was no longer under their con-
trol. They then set about arranging
his escape through Italy.
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